
McCarron 
Modern Topics Debate Class 
  
Course description 
Using current arguments within the media as a foundation, the class will engage in high level 
debate regarding the validity of such arguments. Non-fiction texts engaging in the debate of 
current issues will be presented to the class; from there, students will evaluate the rhetorical 
devices used to develop the arguments as well as contribute their own thinking about the 
information presented. Bias, propaganda, rhetoric, and cognitive dissonance will be explored as a 
way to make sense of one’s own thinking and perspective. 
  
Curriculum 
The curriculum will largely focus on current events and media. Much will also be determined by 
student choice. Topics will come from different memes, media outlets, speeches, and TED talks. 
The origins of rhetoric will be explored as well.  
 
Assignments 
*One presentation/debate per quarter 
*Weekly articles 
*Reflection journals 
  
Guidelines 
Students are expected to: 
Respect faculty, staff, themselves, and fellow students 
Come to class on time and prepared. Lateness is disruptive.  
  
Homework Policy 
* Homework is always posted online on the Modern Debate Google classroom  
* Missed work following a legal absence must be rescheduled immediately. 
* Students will receive a zero for assignments not turned in because of an illegal absence/cut. 
* It is the student’s responsibility to make up any work he/she has missed due to an excused 
absence or lateness. 
*Do not plagiarize. If work is plagiarized, we will follow the North Salem Schools plagiarism 
policy. 
* Life happens.  If there is a reason homework could not be completed due to extenuating 
circumstances, please let me know.  
* Extremely late work (more than a week) will receive 10 points off per week. 
  



Grading Policy 

Quarterly grades are based upon: 
Projects: 40 % 
Classwork/Homework: 60% 
 Attendance and Tardiness 
Attendance and punctuality are crucial to participation and success in this course.  Unexcused 
absences will be treated according to the North Salem High School cut policy.  
  

Extra Help 

McCarron - Tuesdays and Wednesdays in Room W24: 2:15 – 2.55 p.m.  
 


